Lesson Plan: Serve the People

"There was a time when the term 'Asian
American' was not merely a demographic, but a
fight you were picking with the world."
Overview
"Serve the People" focuses only a few
of the struggles that Asian Americans
fought for or against during the Asian
American Movement in the 1960s to
1970s. From local battles to ones on an
international stage, Asian Americans
made it well known that they were not
quiet, nor were they submissive. They
fought
for
affordable
housing,
immigration rights, reparations, labor
rights, gender equality, and more.
Recommended Resources
A Grain of Sand: Music for the
Struggle by Asians in America, by
Charlie Chin, Chris Iijima, Joanne
Nobuko Miyamoto
Asian Americans: The Movement and
the Moment by UCLA Asian American
Studies Center Press, 2001.
Chains of Babylon: The Rise of Asian
America, Daryl Maeda
Serve the People, Karen Ishizuka

JEFF CHANG, JOURNALIST

Themes:
Community
Systemic Racism
Civil rights
Ethnic pride
Immigration
Model minority
myth

History Key Terms
Asian American
Movement
Dalit Panthers
Immigration &
Nationality Act of
1965
International Hotel
The Redress
Movement
Vietnam War
Yellow Pearl
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Step 1
What is this picture of? What is it
doing? What do you think this
means?

Step 2
Who are these people? What are
they saying? What do they stand
for? Why do you think this?
Hint: It has something to do with
the picture behind them!

Step 3
Where are they? What do you
think they are doing? How do you
know?
Discussion Questions: What
songs are important to you? Why
so? What role does music play in
your life?
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Step 4
Read this text. Where do you
think it comes from? What
emotions come to you? What
does it mean to you?

Step 5
Read this text. What does it mean? Do
you agree or disagree? How does it
relate or not relate to your
community? Explain.

Follow Up Discussion
What is the artist's message?
What is the story that's being told?
What colors did the artist use? Why so?
What are three (3) strengths of this poster?
What are three (3) weaknesses of this poster?
What questions do you have about this piece?
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Instructions
Each picture is based off a historical person or event. In partners
or small groups, use context clues to figure out who these
individuals and events are. This may require additional research.
Who is this person?
What clues did you use to find them in your research?
Does this support or complicate the message of this poster?
How so?
Why do you the artist included their picture here?
What was their significance?
Is there a better person/event the artist could have included?

Bonus Questions
What is a community? Describe who is in your community.
What do you have in common? What makes your community
different than others?
What issues are occuring in your community? What can you
do to help? Describe a problem and a solution you're
proposing.
Listen to Charlie Chin, Chris Iijima, and Joanne Noboku
Miyamoto's song, 'We Are the Children' and 'Something About
Me Today.' How are they similar? How do they differ? Which
one do you connect with?
Research the community groups in your area and find one
with values and a misison that you personally connect with.
What do they do? Why so?
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